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Educational Development test or other standardized tests: kinds and sources of tests

being used; provisions for equating such tests or portions thereof in terms of high
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responses to questions or parts thereof, 31 were found to have more liberal policies
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changes in policy and practices were suggested for Richmond's program of high

school completion for adults. (ly)
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1 A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF POLICIES AND PROCEDURES-
AMONG THE FIFTY STATES INVOLVING GRANTING HIGH

SCHOOL DIPLOMAS OR EQUIVALENCY CERTIFICATES TO

ADULTS.
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CHAPTER 1

WHY THE STUDY WAS UNDERTAKEN

IT HAS BEEN OBSERVED THAT "ADULTS HAVE EDUCATIONAL NEEDS NOT RELATED TO THE

SCHOLASTIC STRATA ESTABLISHED FOR YOUNG PEOPLE." LOCAL EXPERIENCE, AT LEAST,

INDICATES THAT ADULT NEEDS ARE GENERALLY IMMEDIATE AND URGENT. THESE NEEDS MUST

BE MET BY A SYSTEM THAT IS PHILOSOPHICALLY AND FUNCTIONALLY, GEARED TO THE PRAC..

TICAL AND IMMEDIATE.

IT HAS BEEN FURTHER OBSERVED THAT ADULTS RESPONDING TO PUBLIC EVENING SCHOOL

COURSES ARE SUBJECT TO ALL SORTS OF PRESSURES NOT GENERALLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE

EDUCATION OF CHILDREN. THEY HAVE LITTLE OR NO PATIENCE WITH PROGRAMS THAT EMPHA....

SIZE INDEFINITE PERIODS OF "EDUCATIONAL CONFINEMENT" AS A PRIME REQUISITE FOR A

CREDENTIAL OF ACCOMPLISHMENT. EXTREME MOTIVATIONAL DIFFICULTIES ARISE WHEN SUCH

ADULTS ARE CONFRONTED WITH PROGRAMS THAT IN SOME INSTANCE MIGHT EXTEND OVER A FULL

DECADE OF EVENING SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AND MAY INVOLVE REPETITION OF LEARNING EXPERI--

ENCES THAT HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN COVERED OR EVEN OUTGROWN.

RECENTLY A YOUNG LADY PRESENTED HERSELF TO ONE OF OUR LOCAL EVENING SCHOOLS

AS AN APPLICANT FOR THE HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA. SHE HAD NEVER FINISHED HIGH SCHOOL,

BUT WAS A GRADUATE OF A BUSINESS COLLEGE IN ANOTHER STATE. SHE TYPED ACCURATELY

AT A RATE OF 120 WORDS PER MINUTE, AND WAS HIGHLY QUALIFIED IN THE OTHER STEMO

GRAPHIC ARTS. BUT UNDER EXISTING REGULATIONS SHE COULD NOT HAVE CREDIT ENTERED

UPON HER RECORD FOR THE ACHIEVEMENT OF COURSES IN BEGINNING TYPING AND OFFILE

PROCEDURES REQUIRED FOR A DIPLOMA.

CONCERNS OF THIS NATURE HAVE CAUSED US TO TAKE A SERIOUS LOOK AT OUR LOCAL

EVENING SCHOOL OPERATION. WE HAVE ASKED OURSELVES IF THE SMALL PROPORTION OF THE

TOTAL EVENING SCHOOL POPULATION REPRESENTED IN THE "HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION" PRO-

GRAM MIGHT NOT BE INDICATIVE OF A WEAKNESS IN THE PROGRAM RATHER THAN IN THE TYPE,

NATURE OR MOTIVATION OF THE PEOPLE WE WOULD SERVE.
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BASICALLY WE ARE CONCERNED WITH THESE QUESTIONS:

1. ARE OUR PROGRAMS ON THE ADULT LEVEL WELL ORGANIZED,
..

ADMINISTERED, AND CONDUCTED?

2. ARE THEY GEOGRAPHICALLY "ACCESSIBLE" AND ECONOMICALLY

FEASIBLE FROM THE ADULT STUDENT'S POINT OF VIEW?

3. WHAT ARE THE EXISTING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ACQUIRING HIGH

SCHOOL COMPLETION CREDENTIALS?

4 ARE THE EXISING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ACHIEVING HIGH SCHOOL

COMPLETION IN THE ADULT EVENING SCHOOLS GENERALLY UNDER...

STOOD IN THE COMMUNITY?

WE WERE ABLE TO ANSWER THE FIRST TWO QUESTIONS DEFINITELY IN THE AFFIRMATIVE,

BUT FELT THAT THE THIRD AND FOURTH INVOLVE AN ISSUE TOO COMPLEX FOR A SIMPLE,

DIRECT ANSWER.

FOR PERSONS WHO HAVE FINISHED THE MAJOR PORTION OF A HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM, WE

DO PROVIDE AN ADEQUATE APPROACH TO THE PROBLEM OF HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION. A

COURSE OF STUDY EXTENDING OVER A REASONABLE PERIOD OF TIME CAN BE OUTLINED. WE

FIND THAT MOST OF THE STUDENTS WHO CURRENTLY ENROLL IN A HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION

COURSE ARE IN THIS CATEGORY. HOWEVER, FOR STUDENTS HAVING A MAJOR PORTION OF THEIR

HIGH SCHOOL WORK TO COMPLETE, OUR PROGRAM HOLDS LITTLE APPEAL.

THIS IS TRUE DESPITE THE FACT THAT HIGH SCHOOL COURSES ON THE ADULT LEVEL ARE

OFFERED ON THE "ACCELERATED" BASIS. STUDENTS TAKE ONE SUBJECT AT A TIME AND ARE

AWARDED APPROPRIATE CREDIT WHENEVER THEY GIVE SATISFACTORY EVIDENCE OF HAVING

MASTERED THE SUBJECT MATTER PRESCRIBED.

IT SEEMS APPARENT, THEREFORE, THAT IF WE HOPE TO EXTEND THE OPPORTUNITIES OF

THE EVENING HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION COURSES, SOMETHING MUST BE DONE MORE FULL), TO

DEFINE ADULT REQUIREMENTS AND FURTHER ACCELERATE SCHEDULES.
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NEARLY ALL PERSONS ATTENDING OUR NIGHT SCHOOLS ARE EMPLOYED ON A FULL-TIME

BASIS. CONSEQUENTLY THERE ARE RATHER RIGIO LIMITATIONS ON THE AMOUNT OF TIME

THEY CAN DEVOTE TO ATTENDING CLASSES AND PERFORMING STUDY ASSIGNMENTS. NEVERTHE-

LESS A SURVEY OF THE EXISTING NIGHT SCHOOL POPULATION INDICATED A POSSIBILITY OF

LENGTHENING THE NIGHT SCHOOL SESSION AS WELL AS LENGTHENING THE CLASS PERIOD EACH

SCHOOL NIGHT.

EVEN WITH THESE CHANGES IN SCHEDULING, IT WOULD STILL TAKE THE AVERAGE ADULT

STUDENT FROM 6 TO 10 YEARS OF NIGHT SCHOOL ATTENDANCE TO COMPLETE THE PRESCRIBED

COURSE. OF COURSE, THERE IS THE ALTERNATIVE OF ONE OR TWO "COACH COURSES" GEARED

TO HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY TESTING. ALTHOUGH THIS IS AN OCCASIONAL PRACTICE IN

SOME LOCALITIES, WE TEND TO REJECT IT ON THE BASIS THAT IT SEEMS TO PREPARE PEOPLE

TO PASS A TEST RATHER THAN TO PROVIDE THEM WITH A SOLID EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION.

THESE CONSIDERATIONS HAVE LED US TO A PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION OF ALTERNATE

PLANS OF OPERATION SUCH AS MAY BE FOLLOWED IN OTHER SECTIONS OF THE NATION. INITIAL

CONTACTS WERE WITH THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION, THE AMERICAN COUNCIL OF

EDUCATION, AND THE U. S. OFFICE OF EDUCATION. NONE OF THESE AGENCIES COULD SUPPLY

MORE THAN CURSORY INFORMATION AS TO THE POLICIES OF THE SEVERAL STATES IN THESE

AND RELATED MATTERS. IT WAS APPARENT THAT, IF FULL INFORMATION WAS TO BE SECURED,

A NATIONAL SURVEY WOULD HAVE TO BE UNDERTAKEN.

THE IMMEDIACY AND COMPLETENESS OF RESPONSES TO THE RESULTANT QUESTIONNAIRE,

TOGETHER WITH THE ALMOST UNIVERSAL REQUESTS FOR COPIES OF THE COMPLETED STUDY, APPEAR

TO INDICATE A WIDE-SPREAD RECOGNITION OF THE FACT THAT WE ARE DEALING WITH A PROBLEM

HAVING NATIONAL AS WELL AS LOCAL IMPLICATIONS.

3



CHAPTER II

THE SURVEY INSTRUMENT AND METHOD

To KEEP THE SURVEY FROM BECOMING TOO COMPLEX IT WAS FELT THAT A QUESTIONNAIRE

SHOULD FOCUS ON A LIMITED NUMBER OF HIGHLY PERTINENT QUESTIONS WHICH COULD BE

BASICALLY ANSWERED WITH A "YES" OR "NO." PROVISIONS WERE MAOE FOR ANY SUBSTANTI

ATING DATA OR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED IN THE'FORM OF ADDITIONAL

STATEMENTS, PUBLISHED BULLETINS, ETC.

THE QUESTIONNAIRE IS REPRODUCED IN EXHIBIT A - APPENDIX.

THE QUESTIONNAIRE WAS ADDRESSED TO STATE SUPERINTENDENTS, STATE SUPERVISORS OF

SECONDARY EDUCATION, OR STATE DIRECTORS OF ADULT EDUCATION, AS THE SITUATIONS IN THE

VARIOUS STATES INDICATED, OF ALL FIFTY STATES AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

INITIAL MAILING WAS MADE ON DECEMBER 15) 1961, WITH AN APPROPRIATE COVER LETTER

(EXHIBIT B APPENDIX). BY THE END OF DECEMBER ABOUT 90% OF THE STATES HAD RE..

SPONOED. ON JANUARY 8, 1962, A SECOND MAILING WAS MADE TO THOSE STATES WHICH HAD

NOT REPLIED. (EXHIBIT C APPENDIX). THIS BROUGHT RESPONSE FROM ALL BUT TWO OF

THE REMAINING STATES. A TELEGRAM WAS DISPATCHED TO EACH OF THESE TWO STATES ON

FEBRUARY 1, 1962. THEIR RESPONSES BROUGHT THE TOTAL TO 100%.



POINTS SURVEYED

1 - THE NUMBER AND NAMES OF THE STATES OR TERRITORIES ISSUING HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMAS

OR CERTIFICATES OF EQUIVALENCY ON THE BASIS OF THE G. E. D. OR OTHER STANDARD-

IZED TESTS.

2 - rHE KIND AND SOURCES OF THE TESTS BEING USED.

3 - WHETHER OR NOT THE VARIOUS S'IATES OR TERRITORIES HAVE RROVISIONS FOR EQUATING

SUCH TESTS OR PARTS THEREOF IN TERMS OF ACTUAL UNITS OF HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT.

4 - WHETHER CREDITS EARNED IN ACCREDITED

A. PRIVATE SCHOOLS

B. OUT-OF-STATE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

C. TRADE OR VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS

D. BUSINESS COLLEGES

E. HOME STUDY PROGRAMS

COULD BE ACCEPTED BY A STATE OR ITS LOCAL SCHOOL D!VISIONS AS PARTIAL FULFILL-

MENT OF THE DIPLOMA OR CERTIFICATE REQUIREMENTS FOR ADULTS.

5 - WHICH STATES HAVE OR DO NOT HAVE PUBLICLY OPERATED EVENING SCHOOLS OR OTHER

ADULT SCHOOLS PROVIDING A PROGRAM WHEREIN AN ADULT STUDENT CAN EARN A DIPLOMA

BY COMPLETING A DEFINED COURSE OF STUDY.

6 - WHETHER OR NOT SUCH PROGRAMS WHERE THEY EXIST ARE OPERATED ON THE "CLOCK HOUR"

BASIS PREVAILING IN THE SCHOOLS FOR CHILDREN, OR IF SUCH REQUIREMENTS ARE

MODIFIED OR ACCELERATED FOR ADULTS.

7 - WHAT STATES "RECOGNIZE" UNITS OF CREDIT FOR MILITARY TRAINING AND FOR ARMED

FORCES INSTITUTE OR SPECIALIZED SERVICE SCHOOL PROGRAMS AS PARTIAL FULFILLMENT

OF REQUIREMENTS FOR AN EARNED DIPLOMA.

8 - WHAT STATES "RECOGNIZE" OCCUPATIONAL EXPERIENCE AND COMPETENCE AS AN ELEMENT IN

EVALUATING THE EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT OF AN ADULT CANDIDATE FOR THE HIGH

SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR CERTIFICATE OF HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY.
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CHAPTER III

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

THE RESPONSES TO THIS SURVEY INDICATE THAT THERE ARE WIDE VARIATIONS IN

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES AMONG THE VARIOUS STATES AS TO THE NATURE, EXTENT, AND

CONDITIONS SURROUNDING THE LEARNING EXPERIENCES PROVIDED FOR ADULTS SEEKING A

HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION CERTIFICATE OR DIPLOMA.

NEARLY ALL STATES USE THE G. E. D. TEST OR SIMILAR TESTS AS STANDARD MEASURES

OF EQUIVALENCY. BUT THERE IS WIDE VARIATION AS TO THE MEANING OF EQUIVALENCY AND

THE STATUS OF THE INDIVIDUAL SECURING THIS CREDENTIAL. SOME STATES GIVE SUCH A

CERTIFICATE THE FULL VALUE OF A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA AND NAME IT SO. OTHERS TEND

TO DEVALUATE IT BY BOTH ITS PHYSICAL APPEARANCE (AS CONTRASTED WITH THE HIGH

SCHOOL DIPLOMA) AND BY THE RECOGNITION ATTACHED TO ITS POSSESSION. (SEE APPENDIX

FOR SAMPLE CERTIFICATES.)
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QUESTION 1 - DOES YOUR STATE OR ANY OF ITS SCHOOL DIVISIONS AWARD CERTIFICATES

OF HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY ON THE BASIS OF THE GENERAL EDUCATIONAL

DEVELOPMENT TEST?

SURVEY ANALYSIS - THE USE OF THE G. E. D. TEST IS ALMOST UNIVERSAL. ALL STATES

EXCEPT DELAWARE, MASSACHUSETTS, OHIO AND WISCONSIN USE IT AS A BASIC INSTRUMENT

FOR MEASURING EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT IN TERMS OF HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY.

OKLAHOMA USES THE G. E. D. TEST, BUT RESTRICTS CERTIFICATES OF EQUIVALENCY TO

VETERANS.

HOWEVER, THERE APPEARS TO BE WIDE VARIATION AMONG THE SEVERAL STATES REGARDING THE

"STATUS" OF THE CERTIFICATE AWARDED ON THE BASIS OF THE G. E. D. TEST. THESE VARI-

ATIONS RANGE FROM FULL STATUS IN SUCH STATES AS CALIFORNIA (WHICH MAKES NO ATTEMPT

10 DISTINGUISH BETWEEN A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA AND A CERTIFtCATE OF EQUIVALENCY) AND

NEW JERSEY WHICH STATES "BY LAW THE CERTIFICATE tS THE LEGAL EQUIVALENT OF A HIGH

SCHOOL DIPLOMA ... AND SHALL BE ACCEPTED AS MEETING STATE REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION

TO THE STUDY OF THE VARIOUS PROFESSIONS AND VOCATIONS," TO VIRGINIA WHICH MERELY

CERTIFIES THAT THE HOLDER HAS ACHIEVED AN "ACCEPTABLE SCORE ON A COMPREHENSIVE AND

APPROVED BATTERY OF STANDARDIZED TESTS IN THE FOLLOWING HIGH SCHOOL SUBJECT FIELDS:

ENGLISH, MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, AND SOCIAL STUDIES."
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QUESTION 2 - DOES YOUR STATE OR ANY OF ITS SCHOOL DIVISIONS USE ANOTHER TEST FOR

THIS PURPOSE? IF "YES" PLEASE SPECIFY.

SURVEY ANALYSIS NINE STATES INDICATED THE USE OF TESTS OTHER THAN THE G. E. D. AS

A MEASURE OF EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT PARALLELING THAT OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION.

THESE WERE CONNECTICUT, INDIANA, NEW JERSEY, NEW YORK, NORTH CAROLINA, OHIO,

PENNSYLVANIA, RHODE ISLAND, CALIFORNIA. ALL OF THESE WITH THE EXCEPTION OF OHIO

ALSO USE THE G. E. D.

CONNECTICUT

CONNECTICUT USES A TEST SERIES PREPARED FOR THE CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION BY THE WORLD BOOK COMPANY. THE AREAS INCLUDED IN THIS TEST ARE ENGLISH,

MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, SOCIAL STUDIES. TESTS IN ALL FOUR AREAS INCLUDE THE ABILITY

TO READ AND USE THE VOCABULARY OF EACH AREA.

THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION DOES NOT PRESCRIBE HOW ONE MAY PREPARE FOR THESE

TESTS. IT SUGGESTS ATTENDANCE AT EVENING SCHOOL, CORRESPONDENCE STUDY, LIBRARY

PRIVATE STUDY, OR TUTORING.

INCIDENTAlLY, CONNECTICUT EMPLOYEES A STAFF CONSULTANT IN HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY

PROGRAMMING.

- -
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NEW JERSEY

NEW JERSEY PROVIDES THREE BASIC PLANS BY WHICH ADULTS MAY ACHIEVE THE STATUS

EQUIVALENT TO HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION.

PLAN i ... S...UBJECT AREA EXAMINATION » THE ACADEMIC EQUIVALENT OF FOUR YEARS OF

HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION CAN BE ESTABLISHED BY MEANS OF PASSING GRADES

IN ACADEMIC EXAMINATIONS COVERING ENGLISH iy ily iii, IV, U. S.

HISTORY i AND Ily MATHEMATICS (1 UNIT), SCIENCE (1 UNIT), ELECTIVES

(3 UNITS). TOTAL 16 UNITS REQUIRED.

PLAN ii » EQUIVALENT CERTIFICATE SECURED THROUGH COLLEGE AITTENDANCE » NON»HIGH

SCHOOL GRADUATES MAY BE ADMITTED TO NEW JERSEY COLLEGES ON THE FOLLOWING

CONDITIONS AND RECEIVE A NEW JERSEY HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY CERTIFICATE

UPON

1. HONORABLE DISCHARGE FROM MILITARY SERVICE OR ATTAINMENT OF AGE 24;

2. DEMONSTRATE BY EXAMINATION OF READINESS FOR COLLEGE;

3. COMPLETION OF AT LEAST 16 SEMESTER CREDITS IN ENGLISH, HISTORY,

MATHEMATICS, AND SCIENCE WITHIN FOUR SEMESTERS OR TWO COLLEGE

YEARS OF DATE OF CONDITIONAL ADMISSION.

PLAN III » THE STANDARD G. E. D. TEST » NEW JERSEY ALSO HAS A TWO»YEAR EQUIVALENCY

CERTIFICATE PLAN.

NEW YORK

NEW YORK USES THE BA1TERY OF FIVE TESTS CALLED U. S. A. F. 1. TESTS OF GENERAL

EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AS THE BASIS FOR AWARDING THE NEW YORK STATE HIGH SCHOOL

EQUIVALENCY DIPLOMA. (SEE APPENDIX FOR COPY OF NEW YORK EQUIVALENCY DIPLOMA).

HOWEVER, AN ADDITIONAL CREDENTIAL MAY BE AWARDED THE APPLICANT WHO HAS ALREADY

EARNED A NEW YORK STATE HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY DIPLOMA.

A STATE REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA MAY BE ACHIEVED BY THE STUDENT WHO, IN ADDITION

TO THE ABOVE, SATISFACTORILY PASSES THE REGENTS EXAMINATION COVERING

1. FOUR YEARS OF ENGLISH,

2. AMERICAN HISTORY AND WORLD HISTORY,

3. A MAJOR SEQUENCE OF 3 UNITS IN AN ELECTIVE FIELD.

(SEE APPENDIX FOR COPY OF NEW YORK REGENTS DIPLOMA.)
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OHIO

OHIO USES THE G. E. D. ONLY AS A SUPPLEMENT TO OTHER REQUIREMENTS. THE STATE ISSUES

NO EQUIVALENCY CREDENTIAL, BUT REGULATES THE ISSUING OF SUCH CREDENTIALS BY LOCAL

SCHOOLS OR DIVISIONS.

TC RECEIVE A DIPLOMA THE CANDIDUE MUST

1. HAVE EARNED NOT LESS THAN FOUR UNITS IN AN APPROVED HIGH

SCHOOL, TWO OF WHICH MUST BE FROM THE SCHOOL ISSUING THE

DIPLOMA;

2. BY STATUTORY REQUIREMENT EARN AN ADDITIONAL CREDIT IN

AMERICAN HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT (THIS REQUIREMENT CANNOT

BE WAIVED);

3. ATTAIN SUCCESSFUL SCORES IN G. E. D.

PENNSYLVANIA

THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION MAY ISSUE TO A PENNSYLVANIA RESIDENT A HIGH

SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY DIPLOMA WHEN THE APPLICANT HAS COMPLETED BY STATE EVALUATION

1. FOUR UNITS IN ENGLISH,

2. ONEHALF UNIT IN WORLD CULTURE,

3. ONE UNIT IN AMERICAN HISTORY,

4. ONE UNIT IN PROBLEMS IN DEMOCRACY,

5. ONE UNIT IN SCIENCE,

6. ONE UNIT IN MATHEMATICS,

7. SEVEN AND ONEHALF UNITS IN ELECTIVES.

SOME OR ALL OF THESE CREDITS MAY BE OBTAINED THROUGH PENNSYLVANIA HIGH SCHOOL

EQUIVALENT EXAMINATIONS CONSISTING OF A SERIES OF ACHIEVEMENT TESTS IN THIRTYTWO

SECONDARY SUBJECT AREAS. SOME OF THESE TESTS ARE CONSTRUCTED LOCALLY; OTHERS ARE

PUBLISHED ACHIEVEMENT TESTS.

RHODE ISLAND

IN AUDITION TO USING THE STANDARD G. E. D. TESTS AS ITS BASIS FOR AWARDING THE HIGH

SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY DIPLOMA, RHODE ISLAND ALSO PROVIDES AN EXAMINATION TO SERVE AS A

TEST OF 8TH GRADE EQUIVALENCY.

THIS LATTER INVOLVES A BATTERY OF 8 TESTS, INCLUDING READING, VOCABULARY, ARITHMETIC

FUNDAMENTALS, ARITHMETIC PROBLEM SOLVING, GRAMMAR, LITERATURE, HISTORY AND CIVICS,

GENERAL SCIENCE.

SEE APPENDIX FOR HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY DIPLOMA.

SEE APPENDIX FOR 8TH GRADE EQUIVALENCY DIPLOMA.
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CALIFORNIA

IN CALIFORNIA IT IS POSSIBLE FOR AN INDIVIDUAL TO RECEIVE CREDIT TOWARD GRADUATIuN

FOR SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETING TESTS OF ACHIEVEMENT SUCH AS THE G. E. D., IOWA TEST OF

EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, CALIFORNIA ACHIEVEMENT TESTS, SANFORD ACHIEVEMENT TESTS,

ETC.

"ADMINISTRATORS OF ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAMS IN CALIFORNIA RECOGNIZE THAT ADULTS

HAVE HAD EXPERIENCES AND TRAINING THAT MIGHT BE THE COUNTERPARTS OF TRAINING OFFERED

IN ADULT SCHOOL PROGRAMS AND, IF OBJECTIVE MEANS ARE AVAILABLE FOR MEASURING THE

ACHIEVEMENT IN THESE AREAS, TESTS CAN BE ADMINISTERED AND CREDIT GRANTED IN CERTAIN

SUBJECT AREAS ON THE BASIS OF RESULTS OF THE TESTS." A LIM: IS PLACED ON THE

NUMBER or CREDITS THAT MIGHT BE EARNED BY THIS PROCEDURE.

VETERANS RECEIVE DIPLOMAS OF GRADUATION BY SATISFACTORY SCORES IN G. E. D., PLUS A

COURSE (OR A TEST) IN U. S. HISTORY AND CIVICS AND IN LOCAL AND STATE GOVERNMENT,

PLUS ANY LOCALLY SPECIFIED REQUIREMENTS.

11
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QUESTION 3 - DOES YOUR STATE OR ANY OF ITS SCHOOL DIVISIONS HAVE PROVISIONS FOR

EQUATING G. E. D. OR OTHER TESTS RESULTS, OR ELEMENTS THEREOF, IN

TERMS OF ACTUAL CREDITS APPLICABLE TOWARD THE REQUIREMENTS OF A

LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA?

SURVEY ANALYSIS ... TEN STATES HAVE SOME SYSTEM OF EQUATING TESTS RESULTS IN TERMS

OF EARNED CREDITS. THESE ARE ARIZONA) CALIFORNIA, KANSAS, MARYLAND, MASSACHUSETTS)

MICHIGAN) NEW JERSEY, NEW YORK, OHIO, AND TENNESSEE.

CALIFORNIA

SOME ADULT SCHOOL PROGRAMS PROVIDE FOR THE GRANTING OF A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF CREDIT

ON THE BASIS OF G. E. D. OR OTHER OBJECTIVE TESTS. THESE HAVE BEEN SIGNIFICANTLY

COMMENTED UPON IN THE ANALYSIS OF THE PREVIOUS QUESTION.

ARIZONA

THE VETERANS TESTING SERVICE AGENCIES ADMINISTER THE G. E. D. TEST TO ESTABLISH

GRADE LEVEL EQUIVALENCES AS COMPUTED BY THE AMERICAN COUNCIL ON EDUCATION. THE-
BATTERY MAY BE ADMINISTERED ONLY WHEN THE ESTABLISHED AGE FOR THE GRADE LEVEL OF

EQUIVALENCY WHICH IS DESIRED IS MET. THE MINIMUM SCORES ON EACH TEST MUST BE

ATTAINED AS FOLLOWS TO ESTABLISH A GRADE LEVEL EQUIVALENCY.

12



(ARIZONA - CONTINUED)

ATTAINED AGE BEFORE

TAKING TEST

16 YEARS

17 YEARS

18 YEARS

*19 YEARS

GRADE LEVEL
EQUIVALENT

9

10

11

12

.,....

MINIMUM SCORE ON MINIMUM AVERAGE SCORE ON

EACH TEST ALL 5 TESTS

30

31

33

35

*THIS MAY BE TAKEN AT 18 FOR RECRUITMENT PURPOSES ONLY.

KANSAS

35

39

41

45

IT IS PERMISSIBLE FOR A LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL TO ISSUE A DIPLOMA ON THE BASIS OF THE

G. E. D. TEST PROVIDED OTHER SPECIFIED CONDITIONS ARE MET.

1. APPLICANT SHALL HAVE ATTAINED A STANDARD SCORE OF 35 WITH

AN AVERAGE OF 45 FOR THE FIVE TESTS.

2. APPLICANT SHALL HAVE ATTENDED SCHOOL IN THE SCHOOL SYSTEM

TO WHICH HE APPLIES FOR CREDIT.

3. APPLICANT SHALL HAVE EARNED CREDIT FOR AMERICAN HISTORY

(ONE UNIT) AND GOVERNMENT (ONE*HALF UNIT) IN RESIDENCE OR

BY CORRESPONDENCE FROM ACCREDITED INSTITUTIONS OR THROUGH

SPECIFIC U. S. A. F. I. COURSES.

4. APPLICANT SHALL HAVE ATTAINED HIS 2OTH YEAR.

CREDIT IS NOT GIVEN IN SPECIFIC SUBJECTS BUT IS SIMPLY LISTED ON THE TRANSCRIPT AS

G. E. D. CREDIT. THE STATE DEPARTMENT DOES NOT RECOMMEND ISSUANCE OF A DIPLOMA BY

THE LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL EXCEPT IN UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES. IN MOST INSTANCES THE

CERTIFICATE OF ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT I!;SUED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT IS CONSIDERED A

SUFFICIENT CREDENTIAL.

MICHIGAN

IN MICHIGAN LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS HAVE COMPLETE AUTONOMY REGARDING THE DETERMINA*

LION OF REQUIREMENTS, THAI ISiCOURSE OF STUDY, UNITS OF CREDIT, CURRICULUM, ETC.,

FOR THE GRANTING OF THE HIGH SCHOOL CREDENTIAL. THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUC*

TION DOES NOT ISSUE THE HIGH SCHOOL CREDENIIAL.

HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICTS ARE AUTHORIZED TO RECOGNIZE VARIOUS TYPES OF EDUCATIONAL

EXPERIENCE, INCLUDING G. E. D. AND U. S. A. F. 1. COURSES. HOWEVER, THE AMOUNT OF

CREDIT, IF ANY, TO BE GRANTED FOR SUCCESSFUL PERFORMANCE RESTS WITH EACH LOCAL

SCHOOL DISTRICT.

-
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OHIO

OHIO RESTRICTS THE ISSUANCE OF DIPLOMAS BASED ON G. E. D. TESTS TO VETERANS OF

WORLD WAR II (SERVICE PRIOR TO OCTOBER 5, 1946) OR VETERANS OF THE KOREAN CAMPAIGN.

THE REQUIREMENTS ARE

A. SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF G. E. D.

B. FOUR EARNED UNITS (TWO MUST BE FROM THE SCHOOL ISSUING

THE DIPLOMA).

C. AT LEAST ONE CREDIT IN AMERICAN HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT.

THERE IS ALSO A SPECIAL REGULATION COVERING ANY BOY CALLED INTO MILITARY SERVICE

THROUGH FEDERAL ACTIVATION OF NATIONAL GUARD OR RESERVE UNITS.

1. THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION WILL AUTHORIZE THE

GRANTING OF UP TO THREE UNITS OF CREDIT ON G. E. D.

RESULTS TO BE DISTRIBUTED AS FOLLOWS:

SOCIAL STUDIES (1 UNIT), NATURAL SCIENCES (1 UNIT)y

MATHEMATICS (1 UNIT).

2. IF THE BOY NEEDS MORE THAN THREE UNITS OF CREDIT AND

NOT OVER SIX, HE CAN BE GRANTED CREDIT ON THE G. E. D.

BASIS, DISTRIBUTED AS FOLLOW):

3-

ENGLISH, AND ENGLISH USAGE (TWO UNITS), SOCIAL STUDIES

(TWO UNITS), MATHEMATICS (1 UNIT), SCIENCE (1 UNIT).

No DIPLOMA MAY BE GRANTED TO ANY BOY WHO DOES NOT HAVE A

MINIMUM OF ONE UNIT OF CREDIT IN AMERICAN HISTORY AND

GOVERNMCNT. (THIS MAY BE EARNED, OR MAY BE AWARDED ON

THE BASIS OF U. S. A. F. 1. SUBJECT MATTER TEST, OR OHIO

STATE DEPARTMENT, AMERICAN HISTORY TESTS.)

TENNESSEE

IF ANY INDIVIDUAL WHO IS AT LEAST 21 YEARS OF AGE DOES NOT MAKE A SUFFICIENTLY HIGH

AVERAGE STANDARD SCORE ON THE TESTS OF G. E. D. TO QUALIFY TO RECEIVE THE EQUIVALENCY

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA, HE SHALL BE CLASSIFIED AS FOLLOWS:

CLASSIFICATION

FRESHMAN
cJOPHOMORE
JUNIOR
SENIOR

/

AVERAGE STANDARD SCORE (A.S.S.)

34 To 37.8
38 TO 41.8
42 TO 45.8
46 To 49.8

11

FOR VETERAN

33 To 35.8
36 TO 36.8

TI) 1)111133



NEW YORK

NEW YORK OFFERS THE HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY DIPLOMA AND AN ADDITIONAL CREDENTIAL,

THE REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA DISCUSSED UNDER ITEM 2.

ANY WORK COMPLETED BY OTHER MEANS MUST BE EVALUATED THROUGH APPROPRIATE EXAMS BY

THE SCHOOL OFFICIALS OF AN APPROVED SCHOOL WHICH NORMALLY WOULD GRANT A DIPLOMA OR

OTHER ACADEMIC CREDENTIAL.

MASSACHUSETTS

MASSACHUSETTS HAS SET UP A UNIQUE SYSTEM OF AN EVALUATION AND POLICIES COMMITTEE

COMPRISED OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, THE

MASSACHUSETTS HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPALS ASSOCIATION, THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DIVISION

SUPERINTENDENTS, AND A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ADMISSION'S OFFICERS OF HIGHER EDUCA-

TIONAL INSTITUTES.

THIS BODY SETS STANDARDS FOR AWARDING OF EQUIVALENCY CREDENTIALS AND ALSO EVALUATES

THE TOTAL EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES (INCLUDING TESTS, COURSES, WORK EXPERIENCES) OF

THE CANDIDATE, AND MAKES ON OBJECTIVE APPRAISAL WHICH MAY RESULT IN THE AWARDING OF

THE CERTIFICATE OF EQUIVALENCY OR IN A REFERRAL TO THE LOCAL SCHOOL DIVISION FOR A

"FUTURE PROGRAM OF STUDIES WHICH SHOULD BE FOLLOWED TO OVERCOME DEFICIENCIES."

NEW JERSEY

THREE PLANS HAVE ALREADY BEEN DISCUSSED UNDER ITEM 2. PLAN II MAKES PROVISIONS FOR

SPECIFIC SUBJECT MATTER EXAMINATIONS COVERING 32 HIGH SCHOOL REQUIRED OR ELECTIVE

UNITS WHICH MAY BE TAKEN TO SUPPLEMENT EARNED UNITS.

UPON RECEIPT OF COMPLETE RECORDS AN EVALUATION IS MADE IN TERMS OF THE REQUIREMENTS

FOR THE HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY CER1IFICATE. THE RESULTS OF THIS EVALUATION IS SENT

THE APPLICANT ALONG WITH INFORMATION CONCERNING THE EXAM.

MARYLAND

MARYLAND DOES NOT EQUATE G. E. D. SCORES, BUT DOES GIVE CERTAIN TESTS TO DETERMINE

IF CREDITS MIGHT BE GIVEN TOWARD AN EVENING HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA. AT THE MOMENT

TESTS ARE AVAILABLE IN

ENGLISH 1 THROUGH IV

GENERAL MATHEMATICS
ALGEBRA 1 AND 11

PLANE GEOMETRY

U. S. HISTORY
WORLD HISTORY
PROBLEMS OF DEMOCRACY

CIVICS

15

GENERAL SCIENCE
BIOLOGY
CHEMISTRY
PHYSICS



QUESTION 4A ...
DOES YOUR STATE OR ANY OF ITS SCHOOL DIVISIONS RECOGNIZE, FOR

PURPOSES OF AWARDING A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA TO ADULT CANDIDATES,

CREDITS EARNED

A. IN A PRIVATE ACCREDITED SECONDARY SCHOOL?

SURVEY ANALYSIS .... THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE STATES RESPONDED AFFIRMATIVELY; 10

STATES, INCLUDING OREGON, OKLAHOMA, MINNESOTA, WISCONSIN, INDIANA, FLORIDA,

WEST VIRGINIA, NEW HAMPSHIRE, RHODE ISLAND, DELAWARE, RESPONDED NEGATIVELY. No

REPLY TO THE QUESTION WAS INDICATED ON THE RESPONSE FROM SOUTH CAROLINA.
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QUESTION 48 DOES YOUR STATE OR ANY OF ITS SCHOOL DIVISIONS RECOGNIZE, FOR

PURPOSES OF AWARDING A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA TO ADULT CANDIDATES,

CREDITS EARNED

B. IN A PUBLIC ACCREDITED SCHOOL OF ANOTHER STATE?

SURVEY ANALYSIS THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE STATES RESPONDED AFFIRMATIVELY; 9 STATES

INCLUDING NORTH DAKOTA, MINNESOTA, WISCONSIN, INDIANA, OKLAHOMA, FLORIDA,

NEW HAMPSHIRE, RHODE ISLAND, AND DELAWARE RESPONDED NEGATIVELY.
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QUESTION 4C ... DOES YOUR STATE OR ANY OF ITS SCHOOL DIVISIONS RECOGNIZE, FOR

PURPOSES OF AWARDING A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA TO ADULT CANDIDATES

CREDITS EARNED

C. IN AN ACCREDITED TRADE SCHOOL?

SURVEY ANALYSIS ... 21 STATES RESPONDED AFFIRMATIVELY. THESE ARE CALIFORNIA, NEVADA,

UTAH, ARIZONA, NEW MEXICO, TEXAS, MONTANA, SOUTH DAKOTA, KANSAS, IOWA, ILLINOIS,

MICHIGAN, OHIO, KENTUCKY, NEW YORK, VERMONT, MASSACHUSETTS, MARYLAND, DISTRICT OF

COLUMBI.4) LOUISIANNA AND HAWAII.

24 STArES REPLIED NEGATIVELY. THESE INCLUDED ALASKA, OREGON, IDAHO, WYOMING,

COLORADO, NORTH DAKOTA, NEBRASKA, MINNESOTA, WISCONSIN, MISSOURI, OKLAHOMA, ARKANSAS,

INDIANA, TENNESSEE, MISSISSIPPI, ALABAMA, FLORIDA, NORTH CAROLINA, WEST VIRGINIA,

PENNSYLVANIA, NEW HAMPSHIRE, MAINE, RHODE ISLAND, AND DELAWARE.

No RESPONSE TO THE QUESTION CAME FROM SIX STATES: GEORGIA, SOUTH CAROLINA, VIRGINIA,

NEW JERSEY AND WASHINGTON.

18



4

QUESTION 4D DOES YOUR STATE OR ANY OF ITS SCHOOL DIVISIONS RECOGNIZE, FOR

PURPOSES OF AWARDING A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA TO ADULT CANDIDATES

CREDITS EARNED

D. IN AN ACCREDITED BUSINESS COLLEGE?

SURVEY ANALYSIS ONLY 13 STATES RESPONDED AFFIRMATIVELY. THESE ARE CALIFORNIA, UTAH,

KANSAS, IOWA, ILLINOIS, MICHIGAN, KENTUCKY, GEORGIA, NEW YORK, MASSACHUSETTS,

CONNECTICUT, MARYLAND DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

NO RESPONSE TO rHE QUESTION CAME FROM 7 STATES WASHINGTON, MONTANA, SOUTH CAROLINA,

VIRGINIA, NEW JERSEY, DELAWARE AND OKLAHOMA.

31 STATES RESPONDED IN THE NEGATIVE OREGON, IDAHO; NEVADA, ARIZONA, NEW MEXICO,

WYOMING, COLORADO, TEXAS, NORTH DAKOTA, SOUTH DAKOTA, NEBRASKA, MINNESOTA, MISSOURI,

ARKANSAS, LOUISIANNA, MISSISSIPPI, ALABAMA, FLORIDA, NORTH CAROLINA, WEST VIRGINIA,

INDIANA, OHIO, PENNSYLVANIA, NEW HAMPSHIRE, VERMONT, MAINE, RHODE ISLAND, TENNESSEE,

WISCONSIN, ALASKA, AND HAWAII.
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QUESTION 4E DOES YOUR STATE OR ANY OF ITS SCHOOL DIVISIONS RECOGNIZE, FOR

PURPOSES OF AWARDING A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA TO ADULT CANDIDATES

CREDITS EARNED

E. iN A HOMESTUDY PROGRAM.

SURVEY ANALYSIS 19 STATES RESPONDED NEGATIVELY: ARIZONA, NEVADA, NEW MEXICO,

WYOMING, COLORADO, SOUTH DAKOTA, MINNESOTA, WISCONSIN, TENNESSEE, ALABAMA, INDIANA,

OHIO, WEST VIRGINIA, PENNSYLVANIA, NEW HAMPSHIRE, RHODE ISLAND, DELAWARE, HAWAII,

AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

4 SlATES DID NOT RESPOND TO THIS QUESTION: TEXAS, SOUTH CAROLINA, NEW JERSEY AND

VIRGINIA.

14 STATES ANSWERED AFFIRMATIVELY: ALASKA, IDAHO, CALIFORNIA, UTAH, NORTH DAKOTA,

IOWA,' ARKANSAS, LOUISIANNA, ILLINOIS, MICHIGAN, NORTH CAROLINA, VERMONT, AND MAINE.

14 STATES ANSWERED AFFIRMATIVLLY BUT QUALIFIED THEIR ANSWERS: OREGON, MONTANA,

NEBRASKA, KANSAS, NEW MEXICO, OKLAHOMA, MISSOURI, MISSISSIPPI, GEORGIA, FLORIDA,

KENTUCKY, NEW YORK, MASSACHUSETTS, AND MARYLAND. USUALLY THIS QUALIFICATION RE..

STRICTED HOME STUDY TO WORK UNDERTAKEN UNDER THE SPONSORSHIP OF STATE UNIVERSITY

EXTENSION DIVISIONS, ETC.
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QUESTION 5 - DOES YOUR STATE OR ANY OF ITS SCHOOL DIVISIONS PROVIDE IN PUBLICLY

OPERATED EVENING SCHOOLS, OR OTHER ADULT SCHOOLS, AN OPPORTUNITY

FOR ADULTS TO EARN A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA BY MEETING STANDARD RE

QUIREMENTS SET UP FOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS?

SURVEY ANALYSIS 7 STATES ANSWERED NEGATIVELY: IDAHO, WYOMING, FLORIDA,

SOUTH CAROLINA, VERMONT, NEW HAMPSHIRE, AND DELAWARE.
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QUESTION 6 - ARE THESE PROGRAMS OPERATED

A. ON THE HOURLY BASIS (CLOCK HOUR REQUIREMENT) SET UP FOR

CHILDREN ATTENDING THE DAY SCHOOL?

B. ON AN ACCELERATED BASIS?

SURVEY ANALYSIS THE HOURLY BASIS (CLOCK HOUR REQUIREMENT) IS OBSERVED IN 20 STATES:

NEVADA, ARIZONA, MONTANA, NORTH DAKOTA, KANSAS, IOWA, MISSOURI, LOUISIANNA,

MISSISSIPPI, ALABAMA, KENTUCKt, OHIO, INDIANA; WEST VIRGINIA, PENNSYLVANIA, MICHIGAN,

MAINE, RHODE ISLAND, HAWAII AND TH. DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

THE ACCELERATED BASIS (SHORTER HOURL.Y (EUIREMENT OR CREDIT BASED PRIMARILY ON

ACHIEVEMENT) IS USED IN 19 STATES: WASHINGTON, OREGON, CALIFORNIA, UTAH, COLORADO,

NEW MEXICO, TEXAS, OKLAHOMA, NEBRASKA, SOUTH DAKOTA, ARKANSAS, ILLINOIS, TENNESSEE,

NORTH CAROLINA, MASSACHUSETTS, NEW YORK, VIRGINIA, MARYLAND, AND ALASKA.

12 STATES DID NOT RESPOND: IDAHO, WYOMING, MINNESOTA, WISCONSIN, OFORGIA, FLORIDA,

DELAWARE, NEW JERSEY, CONNECTICUT, NEW HAMPSHIRE, VERMONT, AND SOUTH CAROLINA.
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QUESTION' DOES YOUR STATE OR ANY OF ITS SCHOOL DIVISIONS GRANT CREDITS TO

VETERANS FOR HAVING COMPLETED BASIC TRAINING IN ONE OF THE

ARMED FORCES?

SURVEY ANALYSIS 24 STATES GRANT CREDIT ON THIS ElAsis: WASHINGTON, CALIFORNIA,

NEVADA, ARIZONA, UTAH, MONTANA, WYOMING, NORTH DAKOTA, NEBRASKA, KANSAS, OKLAHOMA,

LOUISIANA, ARKANSAS, MISSOURI, ALABAMA, INDIANA, MICHIGAN, NEW YORK, SOUTH CAROLINA,

NORTH CAROLINA, MASSACHUSETTS, CONNECTICUT, DELAWARE, AND ALASKA. IN MOST INSTANCES

THESE ARE STIPULATED AS PHYSICAL EDUCATION CREDIT.

24 STATES AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA DO NOT GRANT CREDIT ON THIS BASIS: OREGON,

IDAHO, COLORADO, NEW MEXICO, TEXAS, SOUTH DAKOTA, MINNESOTA, IOWA, WISCONSIN,

ILLINOIS, KENTUCKY, TENNESSEE, MISSISSIPPI, GEORGIA, FLORIDA, VIRGINIA, WEST VIRGINIA,

OHIO, PENNSYLVANIA, VERMONT, MAINE, RHODE ISLAND, MARYLAND, HAWAII.

2 STATES DID NOT RESPOND TO THE QUESTION: NEW JERSEY AND NEW HAMPSHIRE.
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QUESTION 8 - DOES YOUR STATE OR ANY OF ITS SCHOOL DIVISIONS RECOGNIZE, FOR

PURPOSES OF GRANTING A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA, WORK COMPLETED IN

ARMED FORCES INSTITUTE COURSES OR OTHER SPECIALIZED MILITARY

TRAINING COURSES?

SURVEY ANALYSIS - ALL BUT FIVE STATES RECOGNIZE ARMED FORCES INSTITUTE OR SIMILAR

SPECIALIZED MILITARY TRAINING COURSES FOR PURPOSES OF GRANTING HIGH SCHOOL CREDIF.

THE EXCEPTIONS ARE VERMONT, RHODE ISLAND, KENTUCKY, DELAWARE, AND FLORIDA.
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QUESTIOIL2 DOES YOUR STATE OR ANY OF ITS SCHOOL DIVISIONS, FOR PURPOSES OF

AWARDING.A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA TO ADULT CANDIDATES, GRANT CREDIT

FOR EMPLOYMENT EXPERIENCE HAVING AN EDUCATIONAL VALUE?

SURVEY ANALYSIS 11 STATES AWARD CREDIT FOR SUCH EXPERIENCE. THE EXPERIENCE IS

GENERALLY VALIDATED BY MEANS OF AN AFFIDAVIT OR OTHER STATEMENT FROM THE EMPLOYER.

STATES GRANTING SUCH CREDIT ARE CALIFORNIA, COLORADO, UTAH, NEBRASKA, ILLINOIS,

MICHIGAN, FLORIDA, NEW YORK, MASSACHUSETTS, CONNECTICUT, AND DELAWARE.
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QUESTION 11 DOES YOUR STATE OR ANY OF ITS SCHOOL DIVISIONS HAVE PROVISIONS FOR

ACCREDITING TOWARD HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION NOT COVERED IN ANY OF

THE ABOVE QUESTIONS?

SURVEY ANALYSIS 12 STATES HAVE SPECIAL PROVISIONS NOT COVERED BY THE SURVEY

QUESTIONNAIRE. THESE INCLUDE CALIFORNIA, TEXAS, WISCONSIN, ILLINOIS, KENTUCKY,

TENNESSEE, NORTH CAROLINA, FLORIDA, MARYLAND, DELAWARE, MAINE, AND NEW YORK.

THE MORE S.IGNIFICANT AMONG THESE PROVISIONS HAVE ALREADY BEEN COMMENTED UPON.

WISCONSIN AND FLORIDA SEEM TO HAVE ESTABLISHED COMPLETE SYSTEMS OF THEIR OWN-WHICH

ARE NOT WITHIN THE SCOPE OF THIS SURVEY.
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SURVEY ANAlYt.1:; ALL STATES rxCEPT VERMONT AND MINNESOTA REQUESTED A COPY or

THIS REPORT.



SURVEY ANALYSIS - THIS CHART PRESENTS A COMPOSITE PICTURE OF RESPONSES TO ALL OF THE

QUESTIONS ADDRESSED TO EACH OF THE SEVERAL STATES. To SOME DEGREE

IT iS INDICATIVE OF THE LIBERALITY OR CONSERVATISM OF THE VARIOUS

STATES IN MATTERS GOVERNING THE ISSUING OF HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMAS OR

CERTIFICATES OF HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY TO ADULTS WHO TURN TO THE

PUBLIC SCHOOLS TO COMPLETE AN INTERRUPTED EDUCATION.

EACH AFFIRMATIVE RESPONSE TO A QUESTION OR SEGMENT THEREOF IS RATED

ONE POINT. BY THIS METHOD THE STATES WITH THE LARGEST NUMBER OF

POSI1IVE RESPONSES LEAD THE LIST WHILE THOSE WITH FEWEST ARE

INTERPRETED AS EITHER BEING MORE CONSERVATIVE OR BEING GOVERNED BY

POLICIES NOT COVERED IN THE STUDY.



1. CALIFORNIA 15 POINTS.

2. NEW YORK 14 POINTS.

3. MICHIGAN 13 POINTS.

4. ILLINOIS, MASSACHUSETTS, CONNECTICUT, UTAH 12 POINTS EACH.

5. KANSAS, NORTH CAROLINA 11 POINTS EACH.

6. IOWA, NEBRASKA 10 POINTS EACH.

7. WASHINGTON, ARIZONA, TEXAS, LOUISIANNA, ARKANSAS, KENTUCKY, TENNESSEE, ALASKA,

NEW JERSEY 9 POINTS EACH.

8. MONTANA, NEVADA, COLORADO, NEW MEXICO, MISSOURI, ALABAMA, OHIO, PENNSYLVANIA,

MARYLAND, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 8 POINTS EACH.

9. MAINE, VIRGINIA, MISSISSIPPI, NORTH DAKOTA, SOUTH DAKOTA 7 POINTS EACH.

10. IDAHO, INDIANA, GEORGIA, VERMONT, HAWAII 6 POINTS EACH.

11. OREGON, WYOMING 5 POINTS EACH.

12. RHODE ISLAND, DELAWARE, WESI VIRGINIA 4 POINTS.

13. WISCONSIN, FLORIDA 3 POINTS EACH.

14. MINNESOTA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 2 POINTS EACH.

ACCORDING TO THIS ANALYSIS 31 STATES HAVE MORE LIBERAL POLICIES THAN VIRGINIA 4

ARE ON A PAR WITH VIRGINIA, AND 14 ARE LESS LIBERAL.
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CHAPTER IV

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR RICHMOND PROGRAM

MANY OTHERWISE MATURE ADULTS HAVE NOT HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO COMPLETE THE

FORMAL REQUIREMENTS FOR A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA. FREQUENTLY SUCH PERSONS, THROUGH

READING, TRAVEL, SELFDIRECTED STUDY, AND THE PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE OF LIFE, HAVE

REACHED A LEVEL OF EDUCATIONAL COMPETENCE EQUIVALENT TO THAT NORMALLY ASSOCIATED

WITH HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION.

VIRGINIA'S STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION RECOGNIZES THESE FACTS, AND THROUGH THE

"EQUIVALENCY TESTING PROGRAM" PROVIDES A MEANS FOR SOME OF THESE PEOPLE TO RECEIVE

A CREDENTIAL WHICH PURPORTS TO aE "EQUIVALENT TO THE HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA."

HOWEVER THE EQUIVALENCY TES!' HAS VERY LIMITED EFFECT IN REDUCING THE LARGE

NUMBER OF PERSONS UNABLE TO QUALIFY FOR OCCUPATIONAL AND OTHER SITUATIONS WHICH

REQUIRE A HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION OR ITS EQUIVALENT AS A PREREQUISITE TO INITIAL

EMPLOYMENT, PROMOTION, OR WAGE ADVANCEMENT.

THREE FACTORS SHOULD PROBABLY ACCOUNT FOR THIS LIMITED APPLICATION AND/OR

ACCEPTANCE OF THE EQUIVALENCY TEST PROCEDURE.

(1) THE EQUIVALENCY TEST IS USUALLY ADMINISTERED BY A PUBLIC SCHOOL SERVICE

WHICH IS ONLY REMOTELY CONNECTED WITH THE PROGRAM OF CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR ADULTS.

As A RESULT or THIS PRACTICE, MUCH OF THE DIAGNOSTIC VALUE OF THE TEST IS LOST. No

ORGANIZED EFJ'ORT IS MADE TO POINT OUT HOW THE DEFICIENCIES REVEALED BY THE TESTS

CAN BE SPECIFICALLY REMEDIED THROUGH EXISTING PROGRAMS OF ADULT EDUCATION.

(2) PERSONS ACHIEVING SATISFACTORY SCORES IN SPECIFIC SECTIONS OF THE EQUIVA....

LENCY TESTS ARE GIVEN PASSING "GRADES" FOR SUCH SECTIONS, BUT THERE IS AT PRESENT

NO SYSTEM OF TRANSLATING THESE "GRADES" INTO UNITS OF CREDIT TO BE APPLIED TOWARD

THE LOCAL DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS.
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(3) THE GENERAL EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT TESTS WHICH FORMS THE BASIS OF

VIRGINIA'S EQUIVALENCY TESTING PROGRAM APPEARS TO HAVE FALLEN INTO SOMETHING OF A

STATE OF DISREPUTE AS A VALID MEASURE OF EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT IN TERMS OF

TODAY'S SECONDARY SCHOOL PROGRAM.

A. THE TESTS WERE DEVISED FOR AN EMERGENCY SITUATION RISING

OUT OF WAR-TIME CONDITIONS IN 1942. THEY HAVE NOT BEEN

SUBSTANTIALLY REVISED IN THE TWENTY YEARS SINCE THEIR

INCEPTION, WHILE THERE HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE CHANGE IN

THE HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULA.

B. THE TESTS PURPORT TO MEASURE ACHIEVEMENT ONLY IN BASIC

ACADEMIC AREAS WHEREAS CONSIDERABLE EMPHASIS IS TODAY

PLACED ON OCCUPATIONAL SKILLS AND EXPERIENCES, FOREIGN

LANGUAGES, AND SOCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL ARTS AND SCIENCES.
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As A PRELIMINARY STEP TOWARD THE STRENGTHENING OF RICHMOND'S PROGRAM OF HIGH

SCHOOL COMPLETION FOR ADULTS, THE FOLLOWING POLICY AND PRACTICE CHANGES ARE

SUGGESTED:

1. PROPOSAL: THAT THE EQUIVALENCY TESTING PROGRAM BE ADMINISTERED AS PART OF THE

ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM.

CHANGE INVOLVED: ONLY A CHANGE IN LOCAL PRACTICE IS INVOLVED. AT PRESENT THE

TESTING IS DONE BY THE RESEARCH DEPARTMENT, RICHMOND PUBLIC SCHOOLS. CLOSER

LIAISON SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED BETWEEN THE TWO DEPARTMENTS. IT IS BELIEVED THAT

FROM A FUNCTIONAL STANDPOINT SUCH TESTING SHOULD BECOME A PART OF THE CONTINUING

EDUCATION PROGRAM FOR ADULTS.

2. PROPOSAL: THAT THE EQUIVALENCY TESTS BE USED BOTH AS A DIAGNOSTIC INSTRUMENT

AND AS A STANDARD OF ACHIEVEMENT.

CHANGE INVOLVED: ONLY A CHANGE IN LOCAL PRACTICE INVOLVED. AT PRESENT THE TEST

IS USED ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY AS A STANDARD OF ACHIEVEMENT WITH ANY DIAGNOSTIC

VALUE RESTING WITH THE PRIVATE CONCLUSIONS OF THE INDIVIDUAL TESTED.

3. PROPOSAL; THAT PASSING GRADES IN EACH OF THE FIVE AREAS TESTED BE INTERPRETED

IN TERMS OF CREDIT UNITS WHICH MAY BE APPLIED TOWARD THE REQUIREMENTS OF A LOCAL

EVENING SCHOOL DIPLOMA.

CHANGE INVOLVED: THIS PROCEDURE IS ALREADY AUTHORIZED BY BULLETIN NO. 7, STATE

BOARD OF EDUCATION, STANDARDS FOR ACCELERATING SECONDARY SCHOOLS, COMMONWEALTH

OF VIRGINIA, MAY 1960, BUT IS SELDOM FOLLOWED. THIS BULLETIN UNDER PROVISIONS

FOk ADULT, EVENING AND PART-TIME SCHOOLS STATES IN PART:

"WHEN IN THE JUDGEMENT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT AND THE PRINCIPAL ..

A PUPIL NOT REGULARILY ENROLLED IN THE DAY SCHOOL OR AN ADULT IS

Ai3LE TO PROVE, BY EXAMINATION OR OTHER OBJECTIVE EVIDENCE, SATIS-

FACTORY COMPLETION OF THE WORK, HE MAY RECEIVE CREDIT IN LESS THAN

THE TIME USUALLY REQUIRED." (UNDERLINING OURS.)

32



THIS PROVISION IS THE BASIC AUTHORITY FOR OUR ACCELERPTED PROGRAM, BUT TO

OUR KNOWLEDGE IT HAS NEVER BEEN LOCALLY INVOKED AS A MEANS OF EQUATING

CREDIT DIRECTLY FROM TEST RESULTS. PRECEDENT EXISTS IN 10 STATES:

MICHIGAN, OHIO, CALIFORNIA, ARIZONA, KANSAS, TENNESSEE, NEW YORK,

MASSACHUSETTS, NEW JERSEY, AND MARYLAND.

4. PROPOSAL: THAT COUNSELING BE PROVIDED FOR PERSONS TAKING THE EQUIVALENCY

TEST SO THAT THEY MAY BE DIRECTED TO OPPORTUNITIES FOR COMPLETING ANY RE+

MAINING REQUIREMENTS THROUGH THE CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAM FOR ADULTS.

CHANGE INVOLVED: THIS INVOLVES THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PROPERLY STAFFED

ADULT COUNSELING AND TESTING SERVICE.

5. PROPOSAL: THAT FOR ADULT CANDIDATES CREDITS APPLICABLE TOWARD A HIGH SCHOOL

COMPLETION CERTIFICATE BE RECOGNIZED OR GRANTED ON THE FOLLOWING BASIS:

A. CREDITS ACTUALLY EARNED IN AN ACCREDITED HIGH SCHOOL, TRADE OR BUSINESS

SCHOOL, WHETHER PRIVATE OR PUBLIC, WHETHER IN VIRGINIA OR ANOTHER STATE.

B. CREDITS EARNED THROUGH MILITARY SERVICE, SERVICE SCHOOLS OR ARMED FORCES

INSTITUTE COURSES; THAT RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THE AMERICAN COUNCIL

OF EDUCATION PUBLICATION "A GUIDE TO THE EVALUATION OF EDUCATIONAL

EXPERIENCES IN THE ARMED FORCES (1954)1 ' BE FOLLOWED IN AWARDING SUCH CREDITS.

C. r..REDITS EARNED IN OTHER ADULT EDUCATION COURSES OR PROGRAMS.

CHANGE INVOLVED: A CHANGE IN VIRGINIA'S POLICY FOR EVALUATING SERVICE EXPERIENCE

IS SUGGESTED. BULLETIN No. 7, STANDARDS FOR ACCREDITING SECONDARY SCHOOLS,

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, MAY 1960, STATES:



"A SERVICEMAN MAY BE AWARDED CREDIT FOR SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF

WORK IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING, PROVIDED HE HAD EARNED EIGHT UNITS

(EXCLUSIVE OF HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION) IN HIGH SCHOOL PRIOR

TO ENTERING THE ARMED FORCES: (UNDERLINMJ OURS)

1. U. S. ARMED FORCES INSTITUTE

2. U. S. ARMED FORCES SUBJECT EXAMINATION

3. HIGH SCHOOL COURSES OFFERED THROUGH U. S. A. F. I. BY COOPERATING

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

4. MARINE CORPS INSTITUTE COURSES

5. COAST GUARD INSTITUTE COURSES

6. SERVICE SCHOOL TRAINING."

PROPOSAL: IT IS SUGGESTED THAT THE LIMITATIONS CREATED BY THE "PRIOR" PROVISION

OF THIS POLICY BE REMOVED BY DROPPING THE CHRONOLOGICAL FACTOR ALTOGETHER AND

SUBSTITUTING THE FOLLOWING LANGUAGE:

"A SERVICEMAN MAY BE AWARDED CREDIT FOR SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF WORK IN

ANY OF THE FOLLOWING, PROVIDED HE EARNS OR HAS EARNED EIGHT UNITS (EXCLUSIVE

OF HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION) IN A HIGH SCHOOL OR AN ADULT SECONDARY

PROGRAM. ETC.

6. PROPOSAL: THAT A SUITABLE CERTIFICATE OF HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION BE AWARDED

PERSONS WHO COMPLETE STANDARD REQUIREMENTS THROUGH PARTICIPATION iN THE ADULT

HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM.

SAMPLES OF THE NEW YORK HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY DIPLOMA, A!!D THE ANAHEIM EVENING

SCHOOL DIPLOMA, ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA ARE RECOMMENDED AS PATTERNS WITH THE EXCEPTION

THAT PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS BE APPROXIMATELY 8 x 10 INCHES.
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RICHMOND PUBLIC SCHOOLS
DIVISION OF VOCATIONAL AND PDULT EDUCATION

QUESTIONNAIRE

EXHIBIT A

EQUIVALENCY TESTING AND AWARDING OF HIGH SCHOOL CREDITS TO
ADULT CANDIDATES FOR HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR COMPLETION CERTIFICATE

1. DOES YOUR STATE OR ANY OF ITS SCHOOL DIVISIONS AWARD CERTIFICATES OF HIGH

SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY ON THE BASIS OF THE GENERAL EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

TEST?

2. DOES YOUR STATE OR ANY OF ITS SCHOOL DIVISIONS USE ANOTHER TEST FOR THIS

3-

PURPOSE? (IF "YES" PLEASE SPECIFY.

DOES YOUR STATE OR ANY OF ITS SCHOOL DIVISIONS HAVE PROVISIONS FOR
EQUATING G. E. D. OR OTHER TEST RESULTS, OR ELEMENTS THEREOF, IN TERMS

OF ACTUAL CREDITS APPLICABLE TOWARD THE REQUIREMENTS OF A LOCAL HIGH

SCHOOL OIPLOMA? (IF "YES" PLEASE EXPLAIN ON ATTACHED SHEET.)

. n....OES YOUR STATE OR ANY OF ITS SCHOOL DIVISIONS RECOGNIZE FOR PURPOSES

5-

OF AWARDING A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA TO ADULT CANDIDATES, CREDITS EARNED:

A. IN A PRIVATE ACCREDITED SECONDARY SCHOOL?

B. IN A PUBLIC ACCREDITED SCHOOL OF ANOTHER STATE?

C. IN AN ACCREDITED TRADE SCHOOL?

D. IN AN ACCREDITED BUSINESS COLLEGE?

E. IN A HOMESTUDY PROGRAM? (IF "YES" PLEASE INDICATE

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE OF ITEM

DOES YOUR STATE OR ANY OF ITS SCHOOL DIVISIONS PROVIDE IN PUBLICLY
OPERATED EVENING SCHOOLS, OR OTHER ADULT SCHOOLS, AN OPPORTUNITY TO EARN

A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA BY MEETING STANDARD REQUIREMENTS SET UP FOR

SECONDARY SCHOOLS?

6. IF "YES" ARE THESE PROGRAMS OPERATED
A. ON THE HOURLY BASIS (CLOCK HOURS REQUIREMENT) SET UP FOR

CHILDREN ATTENDING DAY SCHOOLS?

B. ON AN ACCELERATED BASIS? (IF "YES" EXPLAIN ON ATTACHED SHEET.)

7. DOES YOUR STATE OR ANY OF ITS SCHOOL DIVISIONS GRANT CREDITS TO VETERANS

FOR HAVING COMPLETED BASIC TRAINING IN ONE OF THE ARMED FORCES?

8. DOES YOUR STATE OR ANY OF ITS SCHOOL DIVIS/ONS RECOGNIZE, FOR PURPOSES

OF GRANTING A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA, WORK COMPLETED IN ARMED FORCE

INSTITUTE COURSES OR OTHER SPECIALIZED MILITARY TRAINING COURSES?

9. DOES YOUR STATE OR ANY OF ITS SCHOOL DIVISIONS, FOR PURPOSES OF AWARDING

A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA TO ADULT CANDIDATES, GRANT CREDIT FOR EMPLOYMENT

EXPERIENCE HAVING AN EDUCATIONAL VALUE?

10. IF "YES" PLEASE INDICATE BASIS USED FOR SUCH DETERMINATION.

(USE ATTACHED SHEET.)

11. DOES YOUR STATE OR ANY OF ITS SCHOOL DIVISIONS HAVE PROVISIONS FOR

ACCREDITING TOWARD HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION NOT COVERED IN ANY OF THE ABOVE

QUESTIONS? (IF "YES" PLEASE EXPLAIN ON ATTACHED SHEET.)

12. PLEASE SEND US A COPY OF THE RESULTS OF THIS SURVEY.
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Richmond Public Schools
DIVISION OF VOCATIONAL AND ADULT EDUCATION

Virginia Mechanics lnsiitui Building

1000 EAST MARSHALL STREET, RiCHMOND 19, VIRGINIA

DECEMBER 15, 1961

EXHIBIT B

Telephone Mikon 476111 Ex. 23 24
Matrix 9-2445

MAy WE RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THAT YOU FURNISH INFORMATION
AS INDICATED ON THE ENCLOSED QUESTIONNAIRE?

THIS INFORMATION IS SOUGHT FOR A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES AMONG THE FIFTY UNITED STATES,
DEALING WITH THE GRANTING OF HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMAS,
CERTIFICATES OR LETTERS OF EQUIVALENCY, TO ADULTS WHO
RETURN TO PART-TIME SCHOOL TO CONTINUE THEIR FORMAL
EDUCATION.

WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY EXPLANATORY REMARKS YOU CAN
PROVIDE TO THE BASIC QUESTIONS.

WE PLAN TO INCLUDE DATA FROM REPLIES RECEIVED PRIOR TO
FLBRUARY 1, 1962.

WE SHALL BE HAPPY TO FURNISH A COPY OF RESULTS UPON
REQUEST.

SINCERELY,

JCHN D. PERREAUL1
SUPERVISOR OF ADULT EDUCATION
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Richmond Public Schools
DIVISION OF VOCATIONAL AND ADULT EDUCATION

Virginia Machnics ins:ilia* Building

1000 EAST MARSHALL STREET, RICHMOND 19, VIRGINIA

JANUARY 8, 1962

EXHIBIT C

Ts Whoa* Mikan 4-76111 fx. 23 - 24
Milton 9-2445

ON DECEMBER 15, 1961 WE SENT YOU A SHORT QUESTIONNAIRE CONCERNING
YOuR STATE'S POLICIES REGARDING THE AWARD OF HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMAS

OR CERTIFICATES OF EQUIVALENCY TO ADULTS WHO RETURN TO THE PUBLIC

SCHOOLS TO COMPLETE AN INTERRUPTED EDUCATION.

WE ARE HAPPY TO INFORM yOU THAT THE RESPONSE TO THIS QUESTIONNAIRE

HAS BEEN EXCELLENT. MOST OF THE STATES HAvE ALREADY SENT INFORMA-

TION. HOWEV+E-R, WE FEEL THAT THE VA-LIOITY OF THE STUDY WILL BE FULLY

ESTABLISHED ONLY IF WE CAN GET 100% RESPONSE.

WITH THE END OF YEAR ACTIVITIES BEHIND US, WE HOPE TO BEGIN THE
COMPILATION OF INFORMATION. WE SHALL INCORPORATE ALL DATA RECEIVED

PRIOR TO FEBRUARY 1, 1962. MAY WE HAVE YOUR RESPONSE BEFORE THAT

DATE?

WE TAKE THIS OCCASION TO W:SH YOU AND yOUR ASSOCIATES A HAPPY AND

PROSPEROuS 1962.

SINCERELY,

JOHN O. PERREAULT
SUPERVISOR OF ADULT EDUCATION

THIS LETTER SENT TO THE FALOWING STATES:

MAINE
VERMONT
NEw HAMPSHIRE
MASSACHUSETTS
MARYLAND
DELAWARE

NORTH CAROLINA
SOUTH CAROLINA
ALASKA
MICHIGAN
WISCONSIN

MINNESOTA
LOUISIANNA
OKLAHOMA
NEW YORK
PENNSYLvANIA

_
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